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1858.] PARSONS'S LAWS OF BUSINESS. 561 

the volume is printed in a shamefully careless manner. Typographi- 
cal blunders are provokingly frequent, and one is tempted to doubt 
whether the proofs were ever read. 



11. — The Laws of Business for Business Men, in all ike States of 
the Union. With Forms for Mercantile Instruments, Deeds, Leases, 
Wills, Sfc. By Theophilus Parsons, LL.D., Professor of Law in 
the University at Cambridge. Compiled by the Author principally 
from his Treatises on the Law of Contracts and on the Elements 
of Commercial Law. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. 604. 

The value of all such treatises as this must depend, not only upon 
the perfect familiarity of the writer with his subject, but also upon his 
ability to communicate his knowledge of it at once in a systematic form 
and in simple language. Tried by these tests, Mr. Parsons's volume 
must take high rank among the numerous works designed to popularize 
science. The practical knowledge of commercial law which he ac- 
quired while he was at the bar, and his reputation as a lawyer and a 
teacher, are a sufficient guaranty for the soundness of the principles 
which he lays down, and for the accuracy of his statements. The volume 
is divided into twenty-eight chapters, and most of these are subdivided 
into sections, treating severally of the minor divisions of his subject. 
His first two chapters are devoted to an explanation of the purpose 
and plan of the book, and to some remarks upon the general subject of 
commercial law, with definitions of the technical phrases of most fre- 
quent occurrence. Following these are chapters upon mercantile con- 
tracts, the statute of frauds, negotiable paper, the carriage of goods, the 
statute of limitations, the laws of bankruptcy and insolvency, the law of 
shipping, marine, fire, and life insurance, deeds, mortgages, leases, and 
other kindred topics. The Appendix contains numerous forms for con- 
tracts, deeds, leases, and other instruments ; and the value of the work 
is still further enhanced by a very excellent and copious Lidex. We 
think that Mr. Parsons would have rendered his work still better 
adapted to its purpose by chapters upon the laws affecting trustees and 
property held in trust, and upon the revenue laws. They need not 
have added much to the size or cost of the work, and there are many 
points connected with these laws which are not generally under- 
stood. With this exception we have not observed any important 
omissions. 
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